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ment of railways in China shall be so conducted as to enable the Chinese 
Government to effect the unification of railways into a railway system under 
Chinese control, with such foreign financial and technical assistance as may 
prove necessary in the interests of that system. 

Adopted by the Conference on the Limitation of Armament at the Fifth 
Plenary Session February 1st, 1922. 

STATEMENT BEGABDING CHINESE BAILWAYS MADE ON JANUABY 19, 1922, BY 

THE CHINESE DELEGATION 

The Chinese Delegation notes with sympathetic appreciation the expres- 
sion of the hope of the Powers that the existing and future railways of China 
may be unified under the control and operation of the Chinese Government 
with such foreign financial and technical assistance as may be needed. It 
is our intention as speedily as possible to bring about this result. It is our 
purpose to develop existing and future railways in accordance with a general 
programme that will meet the economic, industrial and commercial require- 
ments of China. It will be our policy to obtain such foreign financial and 
technical assistance as may be needed from the Powers in accordance with 
the principles of the Open Door or equal opportunity; and the friendly sup- 
port of these Powers will be asked for the effort of the Chinese Government 
to bring all the railways of China, now existing or to be built, under its 
effective and unified control and operation. 

NO. 9. EESOLOTION BEGABDING THE SEDUCTION OF CHINESE 
MILITABY FOECES 

February 1, 1922 

Whereas the Powers attending this Conference have been deeply impressed 
with the severe drain on the public revenue of China through the mainte- 
nance in various parts of the country, of military forces, excessive in number 
and controlled by the military chiefs of the provinces without coordination, 

And whereas the continued maintenance of these forces appears to be 
mainly responsible for China's present unsettled political conditions, 

And whereas it is felt that large and prompt reductions of these forces will 
not only advance the cause of China's political unity and economic develop- 
ment but will hasten her financial rehabilitation; 

Therefore, without any intention to interfere in the internal problems of 
China, but animated by the sincere desire to see China develop and main- 
tain for herself an effective and stable government alike in her own interest 
and in the general interest of trade; 

And being inspired by the spirit of this Conference whose aim is to reduce, 
through the limitation of armament, the enormous disbursements which 
manifestly constitute the greater part of the encumbrance upon enterprise 
and national prosperity; 
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It is resolved: That this Conference express to China the earnest hope that 
immediate and effective steps may be taken by the Chinese Government to 
reduce the aforesaid military forces and expenditures. 

Adopted by the Conference on the Limitation of Armament at the Fifth 
Plenary Session, February 1st, 1922. 



NO. 10. RESOLUTION REGARDING EXISTING COMMITMENTS OP CHINA OR WITH 

RESPECT TO CHINA 

February 1, 1922 

The Powers represented in this Conference, considering it desirable that 
there should hereafter be full publicity with respect to all matters affecting 
the political and other international obligations of China and of the several 
Powers in relation to China, are agreed as follows: 

I. The several Powers other than China will at their earliest convenience 
file with the Secretariat General of the Conference for transmission to the 
participating Powers, a list of all treaties, conventions, exchange of notes, or 
other international agreements which they may have with China, or with 
any other Power or Powers in relation to China, which they deem to be still 
in force and upon which they may desire to rely. In each case, citations 
will be given to any official or other publication in which an authoritative 
text of the documents may be found. In any case in which the document 
may not have been published, a copy of the text (in its original language or 
languages) will be filed with the Secretariat General of the Conference. 

Every Treaty or other international agreement of the character described 
which may be concluded hereafter shall be notified by the Governments con- 
cerned within sixty (60) days of its conclusion to the Powers who are signa- 
tories of or adherents to this agreement. 

II. The several Powers other than China will file with the Secretariat 
General of the Conference at their earliest convenience for transmission to 
the participating Powers a list, as nearly complete as may be possible, of 
all those contracts between their nationals, of the one part, and the Chinese 
Government or any of its administrative subdivisions or local authorities, of 
the other part, which involve any concession, franchise, option or preference 
with respect to railway construction, mining, forestry, navigation, river con- 
servancy, harbor works, reclamation, electrical communications, or other 
public works or public services, or for the sale of arms or ammunition, or 
which involve a lien upon any of the public revenues or properties of the 
Chinese Government or of any of its administrative subdivisions. There 
shall be, in the case of each document so" listed, either a citation to a 
published text, or a copy of the text itself. 

Every contract of the public character described which may be concluded 
hereafter shall be notified by the Governments concerned within sixty (60) 



